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Nat King Cole Generation Hope, Inc. provides access to music education 
for children with the greatest need by cultivating opportunities and 

funding programs for instruction, mentoring and resources. 

Founded in 2008, Nat King Cole Generation Hope, Inc. strives to uphold 
and build on the Cole family legacy; we envision music education as an 

entitlement, not a privilege, for all children. 

Mission:



Nat King Cole Generation Hope Project Encore! Arts & Culture 
Upcycling is a collaborative effort with Palm Beach State College and 
Yamaha Corporation of America’s “Yamaha Cares Upcycling Program” 
to bring together art students and unusable music instruments in a 
meaningful way. Students are given a creative outlet and encouraged to 
put their feelings and ideas into their work, which will in turn support 
efforts to provide access to quality arts education for students in need.

“The Yamaha Cares Upcycle Program provides an innovative way 
for non-profit and educational organizations to raise funds for their 
arts and music education programs. Our company’s commitment to 
sustainability provides an emotional connection and keeps waste out 

of landfills,” said Diana Moeck 
- Manager, Public Relations at Yamaha Corporation of America.

Yamaha quote:

Project description:



Project Encore! 
Arts & Culture Upcycling

Students in the ART1203C 3D Design classes at PBSC are excited to 
participate in the Nat King Cole Generation Hope Project Encore! Arts & 
Culture Upcycling Project. The project is supported by partners Palm Beach 
State College and the Yamaha Corporation of America’s “Yamaha Cares 
Upcycling Program’’ and by Resource Depot, a local non-profit focused on 

rescuing unwanted materials and turning waste into wonder.  

Art students are given recycled guitars, art supplies and the time and 
space to create unique assemblage sculptures. Using methods of addition, 
subtraction and construction, 3D Design students work with their professors, 
Kristin Miller and Derek Anstis to learn about not only the history of 
assemblage and the 3D form, but also concepts surrounding narrative and 
their own personal experience with music. Art students collaborate with the 
music students in the PBSC Music Department as well. Student composers 
are given opportunities to work hand-in-hand with art students throughout 
their process in the construction of their pieces through completion. This 
insight inspires them to compose music that reveals their emotional 
connection to the piece and consequently enables them to present a visceral 

abstract reaction to the visible piece for display as an installation. 

Plans are to promote this project and collaboration across Palm Beach 
County through pop-up exhibits culminating in an auction to raise funds 
for music education! To learn more or become involved, please contact 

Shanna St John, NKCGH Executive Director at
 sstjohn@natkingcolegenhope.org.



Christopher George 
 Arline Lopez-Garcia

 
My
Knight 

Oh, fallen knight, how we 

miss you so 

You’d play before our battles 

and give us courage when we 

couldn’t muster any.

We miss the melodies you’d 

play, us chanting along with 

whatever you came up with 

next. 

We tried to take up your 

instrument, but none of us 

could compare it to what you 

left behind. 

We hope after this battle

When we join you that’d, we’ll 

see you await your audience 

once again. 

Artist Statement:



Nicole Wilson  
Chrissy DuncanMelodious 

Meadow

Can you feel a melody? A musical 
piece can be an assemblage 
of diverse textures to some. 
Compositions are a juxtaposition 
of collages and assemblages; 
different genres create various 
harmonious sculptures. Rock 
music can feel red and furry 

while classical feels like a 
cream color of silk. This 
was our inspiration, the 
concept of synesthesia, or 
feeling music. Connecting 
personally with the artwork 
while experiencing the collage 
of textures throughout the 
guitar; softly braided yarn, 
delicate lace, and braided 
basket burlap textures. One 
can imagine the kind of music 
that would be playing with 
this artwork. A sweet and 
humbling country song on a 
sun-shining day—sitting on 
the porch while looking at 
the beauty of life with music. 
The feeling of a melodious 
meadow, a peaceful place to 
be.

Artist Statement:



Micheda Alzime 
Giovani Lewis
Anabel Martinez
Rayanne Williams
Sebastian Ramirez

Before 
the Stage

For this guitar, we wanted to 

create a piece inspired mainly 

by the day of the dead (Día de 

los Muertos), playing off the 

skeleton shape and the unique 

style. This guitar represents 

any performer just before 

walking on stage. The feeling 

of butterflies flying around 

their stomachs and up their 

throat represents the artists 

being nervous to play on stage 

in front of everyone. Their 

heart pounding out of their 

chest really shows the artist 

pulling themself out there to 

Artist Statement:

play, but the flowers blooming 

mainly show a new age of comfort 

and growth from coming out of 

their shell and doing something 

out of their comfort zone.



Kaitlyn Parsons
Alexandra Garcia

Isabella Rodriguez

 
Rebirth

A tune that brings back memories. 
Harmonies that take you back 
in time. That’s what I see when 
I look at this project. Beautiful 
flowers , plants and fruits blossom 
from every direction and living 
amongst them, insects and birds 
play a part in the melody. On the 
bottom, metal pieces accentuate 
the passage of time. The head of 

the banjo cut into opposing 
crescent moons. A blue glass 
mosaic resting on one side 
while a dreamcatcher hangs 
from the other. 
All these pieces come 
together to form a unique 
landscape that is meant to 
capture the eye and deliver 
an interpretation behind the 
circle of life. Starting from the 
bottom we have the beginning 
of dreams and a mirror of 
self-reflection. As you make 
your way up the neck, trinkets 
we hold onto with memories 
from our past are placed to 
remind us of who we were 
and who we are becoming. 
Hence the final chapter and 
most noticeable parts coming 
from the banjo, life. It grows 
all around and surrounds the 
instrument. Just like the cycle 
of life, music grows and is 
reborn. Just like the plants it 
will grow here and it will wilt 
away right here. And just like 
the creatures, we will always 
find our way back to our roots.

Artist Statement:



Micheda Alzime 
Giovani Lewis
Anabel Martinez
Rayanne Williams
Sebastian Ramirez

WUMBO

Wumbo

Wumbo is more than a living

Wumbo

I wumbo

Wumbo

You wumbo

Wumbo

He-she-me wumbo

wumbo

Wumbo wumboing

Wumbo wumbo wumbo

Wumbology the study of 

wumbo

Wumbo

Wumbo is life

wumbo

We are wumboing

Artist Statement:



Diana Dacosta
Ashley Ramirez

Damarys  DeandradeIt’s In Your 
Hands

Do you hollow yourself to 

sell, or do you fill yourself 

with what could be?

Artist Statement:



Kaylia Black
Carmen Gaspar
Marcella Palacios Lost 

Realm
A shadow of its former glory 
underlies the skirt of the 
sea. Passersby blissfully 
unaware of its illustrious 
mystery; a fossil entrenched 
in the passage of time, its 
manifestation sublime. Soon, 
curious divers entered the 
depths and were blessed to 
unveil: A rickety boardwalk 
that lured them into an 
artifact overgrown and 
unyield. Along came algae 
and microscopic creatures 
that have housed themselves 
within; the buried earth flows 
eerily against the hollow 
waves as if encapsulated in a 
pocket dimension. The realm 
is situated in an otherworldly 
stillness–an aching silence–a 
place undisturbed for 
its noncompliance. For 
preservation purposes, it has 
been eventually erected. The 
moss–house-sick–has refused
to leave its subject. The 

Artist Statement:

enormous tower, anachronistic 
in its design, stands center stage 
surrounded by its elements. 
The water has pooled in its first 
floor and seashells have etched 
themselves on its edges. Now it 
resides outside its habitat due to 
human influence; its dimension 
poached for its unusual substance.



Heather Taylor
Jaffet JimenezSoundwave 

3000
The Soundwave 3000 is the 

most POWERFULEST! music 

player ever invented. This 

rad device can play Cassettes, 

CDs, Stream music, and even 

has a built-in radio. You can 

connect your headphones to 

this device, but be warned my 

dudes, turning the volume to 

100% could cause your body 

to levitate.

Artist Statement:





Kristin Miller
Department Chair of Fine Arts and Graphic Design

Palm Beach State College
4200 S. Congress Ave. 

Lake Worth, FL 33461
millerk1@palmbeachstate.edu

561.868.3779

Shanna St. John
Executive Director

Nat King Cole Generation Hope, Inc.
4710 NW 2nd Avenue, Suite 204
Boca Raton, Florida 33431-4161
sstjohn@natkingcolegenhope.org

561.213.8209

Contact for more information:


